
 

 

Our 2009 Brochure  features a 

wide variety of alternatives, including 
escorted and independent tours, 

cruises, hotel and sightseeing 
packages.  Whether seeking long lost 
relatives, the thrill of playing golf at 

midnight, a visit to the North Cape, or 
enjoying the pristine solitude of 

northern Scandinavia’s wilderness, 
Nelson’s counselors can plan a journey 

that maximizes both value and 
experience.   

                          

 

Nelson’s 
Experts in travel  
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                           and Nelson World Travel, Inc. have a 
rich history providing clients with high quality services.  
Nelson’s has continuously operated for over 85 years, 
making it one of the oldest tour providers in the 
Chicago area.  It all began in 1924 as a general travel 
agency, but it was only in 1936 that it was renamed 
Ragnar Nelson Travel Bureau.  At this point the 
company became specialists in Swedish travel with 
much of the traffic traveling by ships of the Swedish 
American Line and Ragnar Nelson provided assistance 
and travel counseling to thousands of Swedes 
returning to the “Old Country” for a visit. 
 
   In 1947, shortly after World War II, Scandinavian 
Airlines began service across the Atlantic and Ragnar 
Nelson was one of the first agents to be granted 
permission to sell transportation by air.  In the early 
1960’s Ragnar’s health began to weaken.  Donald 
Ahlm, then working with the Swedish American Line, 
began assisting Ragnar, and eventually raised the 
necessary capital to purchase the agency in June of 
1965.  Donald has been devoted to assisting clients 
with their travel to Scandinavia ever since. 
 
   Today, Donald Ahlm works together with John 
Lindahl, a graduate of North Park University, in 
planning and designing tour packages for groups and 
individuals. Their travel specialty is preparing 
independent tours for clients wishing to visit areas not 
covered by escorted tour programs although they do 
offer escorted tours of various lengths operated by 
Nelson’s agents in Scandinavia. 
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Let Nelson’s plan      
Nordic Country             

counselors 

333 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 1031 
Chicago, IL 60601 

info@nelsonsscandinavia.com 

WWW.NELSONSSCANDINAVIA.COM 

Chicago Area Phone: (312) 236-1462      
Toll Free Phone: (800) 542-1689 

Fax: (312) 236-5135 



 

 
               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

What are you looking for? 
 
Scandinavian Info   Pages 3-5 
Escorted Tours   Pages 5-8 
Independent Tours   Pages 9-18 

Travel by Water   Pages 9-10 

Off the Beaten Path   Pages 11-14 

Fjords   Pages 15-16 

Iceland   Pages 17-18 
Motor Homes   Pages 19-20 

Family Reunion Tours   Page  21 
Genealogical Research   Page  21 
Group Tours   Page  22 
Fall, Winter, Spring   Pages 23-24 
Frequently Asked Questions Page  25 
Reservation Request Form   Page  26 
 
 

 

that long anticipated  
Adventure.   Our  
are waiting. 

Scandinavia 
to the Nordic Region  

Do you have Scandinavian Ancestors? 
   We can easily incorporate free time in 

your Scandinavian adventure to accom-
modate genealogical research and 
exploration. 
   

You may already know where your fore-
bearers originated in Scandinavia.  If so, 
a rental car and one of our practical 
hotel pass programs will provide the 
flexibility necessary to visit that area.  If 
you are unfamiliar with exact locations 
we can recommend several research         
.    

centers with comprehensive archives 
to start you on your genealogical 
journey. 
   

We have had many success stories 
where lineage has been established 
and in some cases relatives and/or 
family burial sites have been located. 
   

See Page 21 for                         
more details… 

 
For further information 

visit our website 
www.NelsonsScandinavia.com 

or talk to one of our  
travel counselors. 

 
Division of Nelson World Travel, Inc. 

 

(800)542-1689 
info@nelsonsscandinavia.com 


